
On Second Anniversary Of Japan Quake/Tsunami, Operation Blessing International And  

SAP Group To Deliver More Boats To Japanese Fishermen 

 

Intl. Effort To Help Out-Of-Work Fishermen Includes USA, Germany, Singapore, China, Japan 

 

Custom Made Boats To Be Presented On March 10, 2013 In Shiogama, Miyagi Prefecture, Japan 

 

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA (March 6, 2013) -– Operation Blessing International (OBI) and SAP AG, the 

world leader in enterprise application software, will present six new and four used fishing boats to 

Japanese fishermen whose livelihoods were ruined in the 2011 earthquake and tsunami. 

 

The six custom-made, new boats were commissioned last December by OBI as part of the Virginia 

Beach-based organization’s ongoing efforts to help Japanese fishing communities devastated by the 

disaster. The 23-foot-long boats were built by a Chinese boat-maker in Henan Province, and the project 

was funded by a generous donation from SAP APJ (Asia Pacific Japan) in Singapore, through SAP 

Japan’s Tohoku Earthquake Aid and Relief Strategy (TEARS) humanitarian program. 

 

SAP Japan’s CSR TEARS (Tohoku Earthquake Aid and Relief Strategy) team and OBI staff will 

officially present the new mini-fleet to fishermen in ceremonies on March 10 at the Koshinoura Fishing 

Harbor, facing the beautiful and picturesque Matsushima Bay (considered to be one of the top three 

beauty spots in Japan) in Shiogama, Miyagi Prefecture, Japan, the day before the two-year anniversary 

of the disaster. 

 

Tomitaro Anzai, President of SAP Japan commented, “It is a great pleasure for us that we could be of 

some help to the recovery efforts in the disaster-hit area through TEARS, our volunteer project.  Last 

year, together with Operation Blessing, we donated some boats to Sanriku coastal area in Miyagi, and 

this time in addition, we are able to donate the boats to Shiogama city, in Miyagi. We will continue these 

efforts consistently to support recovery efforts as much as possible.” 

 

“We are so thankful for SAP’s continued generous sponsorship of OBI’s fishing boat program,” said 

Bill Horan, OBI president. “There remains a tremendous need for fishing boats here because Japanese 

boat builders are still overwhelmed, two years after the disaster. The delivery of these ten boats will 

mean a lot to this entire community,” said Horan. 

 

OBI is committed to help multiple fishing communities, as thousands of boats were lost in the tsunami. 

Following this presentation, OBI will have purchased and provided 20 new boats made in the U.S., 10 

new boats made in China and 61 used boats sourced within Japan, since the disaster. 

 

In other projects helping the fishing community, OBI provided laptop computers to the JF Miyagi 

Fisheries Cooperative, for the fishermen to reach out to the nation via their own website. Since the 

project’s launch, the cooperative received orders worth several million dollars for seafood that have 

already been delivered all over Japan. OBI also provided $650,000 worth of seaweed and oyster 

cultivation equipment to the Urato Islands, which are famous for oysters, including anchors, rope, shells 

used for cultivating oysters, floats, nets, small trucks, and computers. Due to OBI's swift action, the 

oystermen were able to harvest in the same year as the tsunami, a timeline that was unthinkable by most 

in the community. In recognition of this achievement, the Mayor of Shiogama City honored OBI for 

getting them back on their feet so quickly. 

 



One of the first relief organizations on the ground in Japan, arriving hours after the earthquake struck, 

OBI has delivered tons of relief supplies and equipment to tens of thousands of survivors through the 

charity’s Tohoku Operations Center in Tomiya, north of Sendai, Japan. 

  

For more information log on to: www.ob.org. In Japanese, go to: www.objapan.org. 

 

ABOUT OPERATION BLESSING INTERNATIONAL: 

Operation Blessing International (OBI) is one of the largest charities in America, providing strategic 

disaster relief, medical aid, hunger relief, clean water and community development in 23 countries 

around the world on a daily basis. Currently, Forbes ranks OBI as one of its “100 Largest Charities” 

with an efficiency rating of 99%, and Consumers Digest also named OBI as one of “America’s Top 

Charities” in 2012. Founded in 1978, Operation Blessing International has touched the lives of more 

than 255 million people in more than 105 countries and 50 states, providing goods and services valued at 

over $3.3 billion to date. 

 

To see an electronic press kit of OBI’s work please visit: https://vimeo.com/57154374 

 

ABOUT SAP: 

As market leader in enterprise application software, SAP (NYSE: SAP) helps companies of all sizes and 

industries run better. From back office to boardroom, warehouse to storefront, desktop to mobile device 

– SAP empowers people and organizations to work together more efficiently and use business insight 

more effectively to stay ahead of the competition. SAP applications and services enable more than 

232,000 customers (includes customers from the acquisition of Sybase) to operate profitably, adapt 

continuously, and grow sustainably. For more information, visit www.sap.com <http://www.sap.com> 
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